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qovernment afforts, wetland
dagradation has comtinued to
pravail In varlous parts of the
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Notified. The acting commissioner of
Lands Registration, Mr Opio Robert,

wrote to Gen Otafiire and other affected
parties, notifying them about the ministry’s
intention to cancel their titles.

JAMES KABENGWA
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

WAKISO. Justice and Constitutional
Affairs minister, Maj Gen Kahinda
Otafiire, has lost a prime piece of land
at an upscale residential area on En-
tebbe Road, Wakiso District after the
Ministry of Lands cancelled his land
title.

Gen Otafiire’s land title isamong the
46 land titles which were allegedly is-
sued fraudulently by some ministry of
Lands officials.

The cancellation of the land titles
followed a complaint by Ms Kateera
& Kagumire Advocates acting on be-
half of Mitchell Cotts Uganda Ltd, who
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complained to the Ministry of Lands
that various plots marked between
2926 and 2970 had illegally been par-
celled out on Block 269 at Lubowa Hill
on Kampala-Entebbe road.

The acting commissioner of Lands
Registration, Mr Opio Robert, on May
15 wrote to Gen Otafiire, Hassan Sse-
mujju, Ibrahim Mulumba, Aloysious
Sseruwaji, Willis Murozi and Global
International Alliance Limited, noti-
fying them about the ministry’s inten-
tion to cancel their titles.

Mitchell Cotts Uganda Ltd already
has a freehold title registered under
Volume 82 Folio 1, Gen Otafiire and
others also possess freehold titles on
the same which are said to have been
erroneously and illegally issued, ac-
cording to Mr Opio’s letter.

“The certificates of titles in your
possession were allegedly carved out
of Plot 2827, measuring 0.051 hect-
ares yet the total acreage of Plot 2827
is 13.77 hectares which is impossible.
This is anindication that the plots cre-
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The cancellation of
land titles followed
acomplaint

by Ms Kateera

& Kagumire
Advocates acting
on behalf of
Mitchell Cotts
Uganda Ltd, who
complained to the
ministry of Lands
that various plots
marked between
2926 and 2970
had illegally been
parcelled outon
Block 269 at
Lubowa Hill on
Kampala-Enteb|
road.
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Otafiire loses Lubowa land
as govt cancels 46 faketitles

ated have no root,” Mr Opio wrote.

By law, Mr Opio wrote, parallel
certificates of title cannot legally
co-exist on the same piece of land
and a title issued first, takes prece-
dence over the title issued later.

“Registration of adocument does
not cure any defect in a land trans-
action nor does (it) confer validity
to a certificate of document..... It
therefore follows that your titles
are null and void and ought to be
cancelled,” Mr Opio wrote inviting
the affected parties to a hearing
which sat on June 14. But the hear-
ing didn’t change anything. All the
titles were cancelled.

“I can confirm to you that the
ministry cancelled all those titles,”
Mr Johnson Mukaaga, ministry of
Lands Wakiso Zonal head, said on
Wednesday. .

But Gen Otafiire yesterday told
Daily Monitor that he will go to
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briefly
Nurses to undergo training

KAMPALA. Government has organised
aone-year and six months bridging
programme for nursing students who
petitioned Parliament over disputed
degrees awarded to them by private
institutions. Education minister

Janet Museveni, in her response to
acommittee report on the students’
petition yesterday, told MPs that

the nurses who lack minimum entry
requirements will undergo further training
at the awarding institutions’ cost.
[Ibrahim A Manzil]

Mayor calls for probe

KAMPALA. Rubage Division mayor
Joyce Ssebugwawo has called for a probe
into the alleged stalemate of Busega
Market construction. While speaking to
Daily Menitoryesterday, Ms Ssebugwawo
said the market was planned to be
operational two years ago. Currently,
vendors are operating from the road
reserve near the roundabout connecting
Masaka and Mityana roads. “We know
money was released to KCCA. We don't
know why they are not completing the
market,” Ms Ssebugwawo said. Ms Arab
Contractors Ltd, the contractors, raised a
structure but allegedly abandoned the site
two years ago. [James Kabengwa]
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Voices court to challenge the cancellation of

“The certificates
of titles in your
possession were
allegedly carved
out of Plot 2827,
measuring 0,051
hectares yet the
total acreage of
Plot 2827is13.77
hectares which is
impossible, This is
- anindication that
the plots created
have no root, "
ROBERT 0PIO, ACTING .
COMMISSIONER oF
LANDS REGISTRATION

is land title.
hl-f"I'halt’s a matter for the courts of
law. So, is it a matter for publication?
Ifit (Ministry of Lands) cancelled my
titles wrongly or rightly, we shall goto
court and court will determine,” Gen
Otafiire said by telephone,

The minister declined to reveal who
he bought the land from,

According to documents from the
ministry of Lands, and obtained by
Daily Monitor, the same land is reg-
istered in the names of Yusuf Kiwewa
on Volume No.273 on fina] certificate
18570 PC No. 6726, Folio 15 Kyadondo

iso-Mengo,

On May, 21, 2013, a special title and
a substitute tile wag made for Mitch-
ell Cotts Uganda Ltd at 940 am, Byt
Ironically, former commissioner for

Reglst'ratiop, Ms Sarah Kulata,

teron June 29,2013 3 month after the
title was already oyt
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