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Sighof relief as
Shs2.7h cancer
machine arrives

BY EMMANUEL AINESYODNA

palhebyonna@ug fat

KAMPALA: After almost two agonis
ing years of waiting, cancer Htu
will breathe a sigh of relief \'Hu “l\
new radiotherapy machine arrivedi "
the country this weel "

1t was shipped from Czee b Retiils
lic through Mombasa port with guid
ance of the Tnternational A \tarfiic £n

orgy Agency (IAEA), a United Nations
{ rnelear and

hody that regulates vee of
atomic energy.

(more

!llu]].l.l‘ll at 642,000 cur
than Shs2.7h) by both goverminer itand
T1AEA, the machine replace heoldco
halt 60 radiotherapy machine, which

yair on March

broke down beyond 16
016, leaving about 2,000 patients
- treatment and some

without prope
people died in the process.

In the absence of f a cobalt 60 radio-
therapy machine, the pi satients in the
country were advised to travel to Nai-
robi, Kenya for treatment. Otherswere
changed toche motherapy, surgery and
palliative care.

The broken machine was donated to
the Chinese authorities in

Uganda by
1995. It’s expecled to be shipped back
to China.

cer Institute (uen

The Uganda Gan
director, Dr Jackson Orem told Sunday
Monitoron F riday that “the new ma-
chine has finally ar rived in Kampala.”

«The machine isina
somewhere in Kampala, a container
containing its arts will be delivered
to UCI on Wednesda and installation
is expected t0last at least one month,”

Dr Orem sal
Dr Orem also disclosed that the ra-
urce, which isa

dioactive O sensitive
component of the machine, has eady

alrived at Entebbe Internatlonal

Due the sensm vity of the SOUICe, the
National Atomic Council has already
worked out @ P slan of transpor ting the

nuclear compo onent to Kampala under

tight sec urity.
ment had initially prom—

The governm
iged to deliver an tall the Cobalt
machine within six months after the
old out Jroke down beyond repail, The

ecembel’ 2016,

deadlinewas movedtoD
shifted to F ebrua 2017 then back to
April an nd M

at it has been

pre ocu1 e

yergenceal othe
mthepollu l dtechmcalled

the Min ealth.
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