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Ugandan farmers being Tectured oh urban farmini

By Androw Masinde

Technological adapration in agriculture in
anda is low. Agriculture is the backbone of
inda’s economy and yet more than 85% of
the total population depends on faming as the
main source of livelihood.

Despite the enormous contribution of
agriculture to Uganda's GDP, many (armers
stll practise subsistence farming. This practice
limits farmer’s ability to increase production
and productivity and access markets for his
produce.

To broaden some of the farmers’ minds into
modemn farming, leaders from Karamoja region
and various parts of the country were taken
10 Israel for an agricultural and religious tour
organised by the Office of the Prime Minister
(OPM) through the third northern Uganda
Social Action Fund (NUSAF 3) in partnership
with AgroMax Uganda Limited, an agnbusiness
that supplies innovative and sustainable
agncultral solutions to farmers.

According to Alfred Odera, the operations
speaalist at the OPM, the trip was aimed at
helping farmers and leaders, especially in
Karamoja to study agricultural practices in
Israel for adoption in Uganda.

The group included eight farmers from
Karamoja, plus 16 farmers from other parts of
the country.

Rony Oved, the director of AgroMax, says
Uganda has the potential to feed not only East
Alrica, but also the entire world.

“Ugandans must learn, appreciate and take
up modern technologies in agriculture if this
potential is to be achieved. The mp is an eye
opener for the farmers to realise that they
are wasting valuable resou

compared to Isracl that is a (1csc‘:'|yg::-dda>ahl. lsrae, is a ,11 aior

houses. The farm uses bumble bees (bio-bee)
for pollinating crops, espedally the cherry
tomatoes.

At the Salad Trail, the farmers were trained

They also use vent pipes for latrineg as
gardens and they are growing cabbage,
and other crops. S8 Onign,
There are also small green houses Were
are grown and one does not need 10 by, 0P
of land 1o produce food in a green hous € acreg
The group also visited banana farmg I:A
employ drip irrigation to minimise Wﬂlc,”
wastage. All the banana plants are conn
with plastic tubing through which “'3lcr°°°
from its source to drip emitters. fray
According to Oved, drip irrigation Waler,
plants with controlled delivery of water .
10 the ground. reatly
“Tubing is weaved throughout the are,
requiring watering. Hence, drip irmigation
systems can be moved and are not Perman,
like conventional irrigation systems,” o & cnt
The entire plantations are covered with ,;ce:.
The owners says the nets control the wind -
from destroying leaves since they are useq o
photosynthesis, reduce transpiration henge
minimizing the use of water for irrigation,
Bunches of bananas on stems are alsq 6U\tr»
using polythene bags to provide adequage ed
warmth for carlier fruiting. This improyes the
quality of the banana and also protccts theyy,
from birds.
“The bananas nceded on the market haye
10 be free from any damages that is why
we ensure that they are covered properly,”
Miasnikov Omer, a farmer, says.

el

3
Dt

aTIWTIT

u&andan farmers learning how to grow
strawberries during the trip to Israel
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Training in dairy farming
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Agricultura in Israel is a highly daveloped industry:
Israel is 3 major exporter of fresh produce and a world-
{aader in agricultural technologies daspita tha fact that
the geography of Israel is not naturally conduciva to
agriculture,

More than nalf of the land area is dasert, and the
climate and lack of water resources do not favor farming
Only 20% of the land area is naturally arable.In 2008
agriculture represented 2.5% of total GDP and 3.6%
of exports. Whils farmworkers made up only 3.7% of
the work force, Israel produced 95% of its own food
raquirements, supplementing this with imports of grain
oilseads, maat, coffee, cocoa and sugar,

Israel is home to two unique types of agricultural
communities, the kibbutz and moshav, which davelopec
as Jews all over the world mada aliyah to the country
and embarked on rural settiement.

Tha devalopment of modern agriculture was closely
tied to the Zionist movement and Jewish immigration
to Palestine in the late nineteenth century. Jews who
immigrated purchased land that was mostly semi-
arid, although much had been rendered untillable by
deforastation, soil erosion and neglect.
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Agricultural Irrigation System:
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. practice proper farming.
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