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our wedding had to wait

Guided by faith and sacrifice,
Francis and Sarah put mar-

riage on hold to educate her
orphaned siblings, believing the |

right ti

come after their responsibility |
~ was fulfilled.

me for their union would

! Francis explains.

Tven then, they did not imme-

f

had become part of that responsi: [
bility.

while others got married. I concen- |
trated on educating them before |
| diately rush into marriage. Some- | “We could not rush the introdue | making the introduction,” Francis

thing deeper still anchored their | tion because Sarah had no parents. says
decisions; the responsibility Sarah |

carried for her siblings.

Lovo that carried afamily
Sarah had no parents. Only her

| younger brothers and sisters, four
| children who looked to her for

| everything. And Francis, by then,

BY OLIVIER MUKAAYA

n Bududa Town Council, Budu-
da District, love did not begin with
grand declarations or wedding
plans. It began almost unexpected: |
| Iy, between Francis Masaba and Sa- |
| rah Mutuwa, and slowly grew into a '
bond shaped as much by responsi-
bility as by affection. |
| What started as a simple meet- |
ing soon deepened into friendship, ‘
and then into a love story neither |
of them treated lightly. But from the
very beginning, Sarah's life came
with a burden that would define
everything that followed; she was an
| orphan, raising her younger siblings
on herown.

For Francis, that truth changed
everything.

Hedid not rush in with promises of ]
marriage.Instead, he chose presence,
patience and responsibility. He sup-
ported Sarah to return to school, be-
lieving that love should not compete
with survival, but strengthen it. She
went back to study for four years,
while life gently tested what their
bond was made of.

During those years,love did not dis-
appear; it simply learnt restraint.

| Their meetings were few, mostly
| during school holidays. Distance be-
came part of their rthythm, but not
their separation. Education came

| order.

| “Afer completing Senior Four, that
is when we started meeting more of-
ten. What attracted me most to my
wife was her good behaviour, faith-
fulness, hard work and fear of God.

| We dated for some years before fi-

| nallymakingit official,"Frandis says. |

Sarah remembers those years with ;

| gratitude. Even when they met, she |

| mever stepped away from her re- |

| sponsibility. Her siblings remained

' her first commitment, and Francis

| respected that completely. |

| Love, for them was refined by wait-

| ing.

! Ameaningful proposal [

|  After years of walking that care-
ful road together, Francis made his
decision. He proposed, not as a be-

| ginning of uncertainty,but asan ac- |

| knowledgement of everything they

| had already survived side by side. ‘

| living together,she later trained as a | Afteryears of sacrifice and waiting, Francis and Sarah finally seal their love in marriage, celebrating a union

It was a quiet yes, but one that car- |

| ried the weight of years.

“After the proposal, Sarah started |
staying with me, and while we were |

first. Growth came first. Life hadits |

| was no longer only her partner; he

[
|

She only had two younger brothers |
and two younger sisters, whom she
was taking care of,"they explain.

tion,but devotion.

*I had to take care of the four or-
phans by feeding them and paying |
their school fees until they grew
up. Some returned to their home,

In those years, their love mature
most profoundly, not through cer-
| emonies or public declarations,
What followed was not obliga- | but through sacrifice, patience

shared purpose.
Marriage could wait.But
thechildren could not.

When love finally
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made room
Only after that

reaponsibility y,,
ulfiled did they atlov themsely,,

U o .

‘ "‘)rf'?;?ﬁ;,‘rr‘::'“dlnn took place o,
16, 2023, followeq ),
g on December "
| 2023, two moments that fely les,
like a beginning and more lika ) -
1 long-awaited eompletion of a prog,

| fsealready lived for years.

The introduction alone cost by,
shs3om,made possiblethroughy o,
portfrom friendsin churchand ¢,

| members who had watched '
Jjourney unfold with admiration,

|

; Aunlonanchored infaith

d | Throughout everything, Frap,.

| and Sarah held tighlly to their faity,
i believing that their story was gy,

and | ed by something greater than ther,

selves.
% They draw strengy,
¥k from Genesis 2.,
which speaks of ¢ o’
panionship, py,
erbs 18:22, /.y

—~—1
o

honours the gjf },'
a good spouse, any

Ataglance
*Groom: Francis
Masaba

«Bride: Sarah Mutuwa

«Church: Deliverance
Church, Mbale City

-Celebrant: Pastor
Silver, Deliverance
Church, Mbale

*Venue: Musaale
Community Centre,
Buwagogo Sub-county,
Manafwa District

1

Mark 10:9, vihiey,
/' affirms the pr_-rm"'
nence of what (;,“,’
3 unites.

For them, these were
Jjust verses; they were the .

guageof their journey.

Trials thattestod thoeir patie Nty

The road was not without stry;,
There were moments of discouryy,,
ment, financial pressure, and tir,,
when planning felt overwhelmip,,
Francis recalls poor turnout at soy,-
meetings, while Sarah speaks of ,,.
ordination challenges that testeq
their patience.

But even then,they never lost sizy,
of each other or of what they ver,,
building.

Priceless memories

For Francis, one memory stan,
| out above all: the moment they ¢,

changed rings, and the sight
I friends who had travelled from Ay,
| traliato witness their union.

“I felt so loved. The turnout g«
guests was big,and I cspeciallﬁ
member themoment when the ;-
| tors were praying for our marriage 1,

was so wonderful,”he says.

For Sarah, the memory she holqs
" T closest is walking down the aj[.

| with her brother beside her, g;.

rounded by the people who had cz;.
| ried her through every difficult se,.
| son. .
‘ But above everything, she reme,
| bers the vows; the moment the.
| stood before God and finally sajq
} ‘yes’ after years of waj(ing,wor)dng
‘ and believing.

Advice
| Francis speaks to young men vty
| calm conviction.

“Seek first the Kingdom of God anqg
| everything else will follow. Pray a5
| You wait patiently for God to give

you the right partner. Take time 1,
| prepareand also help others in thej;
| weddings; they may be of helpt,
| youin future,”he says.
| Sarah encourages women still wzit.
| ing for marriage not to lose hope.

She urges them to remain prayerfy]
| open tolife, and patient with Gog

timing.

“Be part of social networks that 3|.
low you to mix and mingle. Pray t,
find agood man,becauseitis agooq
thing, and both of you will obtaip

seamstress, which gave her a career,” | that came only after her siblings were educated and their shared responsibilities fulfifled. PHOTO/COURTESY | favour from God,”she says.
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