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have been suspended alongside diag-
nosis for Hepatitis B and €, syphilis
and tumour markers for cancer de-
tection,

“The patients think we don't want
to work because we want money, but
the truthis we don't have the medical
supplies yet we will be individually
liable to the professional regulator
il something goes wrong during a
procedure due to stock-outs,” sald
another doctor.

The fear of the health workers
stems from a recent incident when
one of their colleagues, a lecturer
at the Makerere University College
of Health Sciences, had to leave in
frustration after being fined about
Shs30m over the death of a patient
arising frominadequate medical sup-
plies.

At last week’s meeting, the senior
Kawempe Hospital team reportedly
repeated its carlier demands to Dr
Byarugaba that he makes an official
admission of the unprecedented cri-
sisand publicly announce emergency
levies so that patients secking treat-
ment at the facility are prepared to
pay.

On Monday, a woman in the sec-
ond trimester of pregnancy but who
asked not to be named for fear of be-
ing victimised, said she has been buy-
ing drugs from a private pharmacy to

Dr Baterana Byarugaba
control her ia (high blood

Spokesman Enock Kusasira

of lifting drugs home after

pressure) condition throughout the
week of her admission at the 170-bed

work, some of which they sell to un-
ing patients.

capacity facility.

Many women have lost lives before
or during birth due to preeclampsia,
and thelatest high-profile victim was
Iganga Woman Member of Parlia-
ment Grace Hailat Kaudha, 31, who
died early this month at Kawempe
Hospital.

The female patient who on Monday
spoke to us on condition of anonym-
ity accused some of the nurses at

The hospital spokesperson, Ms
Sarah Ndibalekera, however, said
they had no evidence to support
the allegation but any of their staff
caught stealing medicine would be
reprimanded.

“Whenever the National Medical
Stores delivers [drugs and supplies),
wegive what s available to the moth-
ers, but at times we run out of these
items due to high patients’ numbers,”

she sald. The stock-outs are not nevs,
Senlor doctors sald Mulago hospital
has over the past nine months never
had supplies from NMS lasting more
than three weeks,

The two months intermittent de-
liveries prompted senior staff of Mu
lago's Obstetries and Gynaecology
directorate to read the riot act to Dr
Byarugaba.

Our investigations shaw that 19 of
the obstetricians and gynaecologists
met at Kawempe Hospital on May 25
and resolved, among; other things,
that “due to the ongoing recurrent
and long-standing lack of sundries
required in emergency care, for ex-
ample, appropriate sutures, spinal
needles, cannulas, oxyzen, drugs
such as ephedrine et cetera, (we] are
not able to offer standard care to pa-
tients”,

“The erratic supply of emergency
drugs and sundries and poor working
conditions continue to put the lives of
the patients and the health workers
in danger,” they wrote in a letter to
Dr Byarugaba and copied to, among
others, State House and Health min-

istry.

They added: “The senior staff ad-
vises that the patients buy the re-
quired items as per need before being.
attended to. We request the hospital’s
top management to communicate
this to the public.”

The hospital chief executive
spurned the request.

In a statement issued yesterday,
Mulago hospital spokesman Enock
Kusasira refuted provision of services
there had fallen apart.

“All our theatres are working ...the
public is hereby advised to disregard

the baseless rumours and continue
¥ healtheare from the hospital
as Mulago re 5 committed to her
sacred mandate of guaranteeing hope
tolife at all times,” he noted.

Accusation. A fermale patient
accused some of the nurses at
Kawempe of lifting drugs home
after work, soma of which they
sell to unsuspecting patients
Costs. Mulago's Privata

Wing whete 3 baby delivery

by C-section costs about
Shs2.6m, has started
demanding patients to provide
similar basic theatre supplies,
according to one staff member.

This claim flies in the face of spe-
cific demands by senior staff at
Kawempe that patients unable to buy
supplies “are encouraged to seek care
from other health facilities which are
well equipped to attend their emer-
gency situations”.

NMS on Monday delivered some
drugs and supplies to both of Mu-
lago's satellite hospitals.

Spokesman Dan Kimosho said they
need Shs50b to buy adequate quantity
of reagents, but they only get Shs5b.
NMS officials have had a public spat
with Finance counterparts over the
diversion of a PTA bank loan, a sub-
stantial part of which was meant for
drug procurement.
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