Uganda's small miners to benefit from ACP- EU's sh43b soft loans

By John Oclyek

Uganda's miners are set to
benefit from a $12m (about
sh43b) loan from the European
Union (EU). to support those
mining development minerals.

The loan targets small
businesses that quarry.
manufacture and trade in
industrial minerals, such as
gravel, clay, granite, gypsum
and other Jocal materials
critical for development
in five African countries.

The countries are Uganda,
Cameroon, Guinea (Conakry),
Nigeria and Zambia.

The minerals which the
UN renamed ‘development
minerals’ also include salt,
sand. limestone, marble,
granite and semi-precious
stones.

The agreement for the
support was signed recently
with the African Caribbean’
Pacific-European Union (ACP-
EU) Development Minerals
Programme and the African
Guarantee Fund for Small
and Medium-size Enterprises
(AGF). This was during the
2017 European Development
Dav held in Brussels, Belgium.

The partnership is backed
by the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP).

At least, 5000 micro,
small and medium scale
development minerals’

operators here will access the
finances at a more affordable

rate. The funds are expected
to boost the livelihoods of
over 25,000 people and their
dependents across Affrica.

‘Minerswill
be able to
invest in better

technologies
and acquire
capital to
growtheir
operations.”

UNDP director

Hope Kyarisiima, the co-
ordinator of Uganda ACP-
EU Development Minerals
Programme, said Uganda
will henefit from increased
investment into the sector that
will lead to more incomes and

jobs emanating from the sector.

“Small scale miners will
be able to invest in better
technologies and acquire

capital to grow their operations.

They will access the loans
through designated financial

institutions, The details are
heing worked out at the
moment,” Kyarisiima said
“SMEs ereate aver 90% of
jobs in developing countries,
They are major backers
of poverty reduction and
development at the local
level. SMEs tell us that
they need more finance to
thrive, especially those in
the neglected development
minerals sector. We are filling
this gap.” Barbara Pesce-

Monteiro, the director of
the UN and UNDP office in
Brussels, said

According to Felix Bipko, the
chief executive officer of AGF,
the development of SMEs is
one of the solutions to the
growth challenges faced by
Africa.

These businesses are key
drivers of growth and job
creation. African SMEs are not
playing this role because of the

financial constraints.

Josephine Aguttu, who
heads Busia United Miners
Association, which mines
gravel and construction stones,
said they would use the fund
to expand their businesses
and aim at transforming their
communities.

The 43-member association,
20 of them women, is a small
quarry co-operative in eastern
Uganda.

The energy and natural
resources ministry said the
loan was vital for Uganda.
“Access to funds has been a
challenge to artisans, small
and medium- size enterprises,
especially regarding up-scaling
production,” Vincent Kedi, the
principal engineer mining in
the ministry, said.

“The ministry welcomes the
initiative by UNDP to provide
extra funding to enable the
local miners acquire help
for equipment and technical
skills,” Kedi added. |, | .
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9™ GRADUATION CEREMONY AND SILVER JUBILEE

Masaka School of comprehensive nursing is pleased to announce the 5™
Graduation Ceremony and Silver Jubilee for Comprehensive Nursing which
will be held on 21* July 2017 at the School grounds starting at 8:30am for all
candidates who successfully completed and qualified in 2016.

v Diploma in Comprehensive Nursing
v Diploma in Nursing
v' Diploma in Midwifery (full-time and e-learning)

There shall be a Silver Jubilee dinner on 20™ July 2017 at Hotel Brovad starting
at 6:00pm at UGX 50000 per head and a corperate table of 10 at UGX600000
only.

Requirements

> Payments of 150,000/= must be made through Centenary Bank Account
(Masaka School of Comp. Nursing Proj.) = 4010607400 and the bank
deposit slips should be submitted during gown collection at School.

> Gowns shall be collected from school between 13™ — 17™ July 2017
starting at 9:00am daily at a fee of UGX 30000 only.

¥  All documents shall be issued on graduation day.
For more information please call; 0702 754 894/0781 193 282
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LUWEERO SCHOOL OF cmncuormms
(LUSCCO) ‘For Health We Care’ o

ADMISSIONS FOR 20177/18 IN TAKE are on going up fo 71l August 2017

LUWEERO SCHOOL OF CLINICAL OFFICERS (LUSOCO) is registarad and licensed by the
Minsstry of Education, Sports, Science & Technology and is recognized by the Ministry of
heaith through the Allied Heaith Professionals Council{ AHPC)

COURSES OFFERED
Diploma in Clinical Medicina & Community Health.

Direct entry Requirements -'A'Level Certificate with one principal pass in Biology and a
subsidiary pass in Chemistry.physics,maths Agric and food & Nutrition "0’ level certificate
with credits or passes in English, Maths, Chemistry, Biclogy & Physics.

Indirect entry Requirements - ‘0" Lavel Cartificate with cradits or passes in English, Maths,
Chemistry, Biology & Physics. Any National Certificate in Health Professional training e.g
Medical Laboratory Nursing, Midwifray, Public Hzaith etc from a recognized Institution.

Affordable FEES & Bursary considerations.

CONTACT LOCATION:
P.0. Box 72, Luwero I KASANA TOWN OPP.KASANA CATHOLIC
Tel: 0772 229 991, 0702 091 198 : pJQCESE-LUWERO DISTRICT,

Email : lusocoofficial@gmail.com Few Metres From Gulu HighWay.
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