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WORLD TELECOMMUNICATION & INFORMATION SOCIETY DAY SUPPLEMENT

Driving ICT utilieation and digital access

KAMPALA, May 17, 2026 - Uganda |oins the
rrsl of the world on May 17, 2026, to
World Ti
and Information Soclety Day (WTISO) an
annual  occasion that  highlights  the
transformative role of Information and
Co ion  Tec! gies (ICTs) In

for and © atlon
1,

Tha Commission hat alsn continued to
support conmectivity in educational instliu-
thana, Thratigh partnarahips allh atakehol)
ora and ongoing digital accese programmas,
sovaral qovernmeant-alded schonls and
Inatitutiona  have hesn  connected 1o
hlggh-2pend Intemet Infrastructure, pnabling
learnars and teachers to access digital
educational resources and participate in the
growing digital economy.

Uganda's digital transformation journey haa
equally been supported by the continued
qrowth In mobile and Internat penatration,
Hobile breadband has become the primary
means through which many Ugandana
access online servicea, conduct busineas,
atcess financial services, and communi-
cate, The growth of mablle money and athar
digital linancial services has  further
accelerated  financial  Inclusion  and
strangthened particlpation In the digial
economy.

Beyond connectivity, digital resilience also
requires ensuring that citizens can use
Iachnoinw sal'elr and prnductlvniy ucc Im
to  Impl
programmes almed at Improving digital
literacy, ammntlnq online  safaty, and

Ing wuniversal access, digital

the ITU contl to play a
central role In facilitating global connectivi-
ty and promoting Inclusive digital develop-
ment. Uganda has been a member of the ITU
since 1963 and remains actively engaged In

p ment, and |
One of themaler priorities has been expand-
Ing connectivity to underserved and rural
communities. Through the Uganda Commu-

Unl | Service and Access

I efforts almed at 9

soclal and economic development.

Litelines:

This  years 1heme “Digital
Strengthening lience in a C
World®  underscores  Lthe  growing
importance of robust digital infrastructure
and services In supporting societies,
economies, and public services in an
Increasingly interconnected world.

World T ication and Inf ion
Society Day has been cel d lly

technalogy for sustalnable development.

Over theyears, ICTs have evolved from being
tools of communication Inta ecritical
enablers of national transformation. Today,
digital technologies underpin commerce,
education, healthcare, governance, agricul-
ture, Innovation, and financlal inclusion.
Across the globe, countries are increasingly
recognising that resilient digial infrastrue-
ture is now as important as physical

ture in supporting economic

since 1969 to mark the founding of lhe
International  Telecommunication  Union
{ITU)and the signing of the first Internation-
2l Telegraph Convention in 1865, The day
séehs to raise awareness aboul the
Opportunities that ICTs and the internet

growth and national competitiveness.

In Uganda, the communications sector
continues to register significant progress,
driven by strategic investments in
infrastructure, supportive palicy

present in imp livelihoods, driving
innovation, and bndgunq the digital divide.

A5 the United Natione specialised agency

f } d expanding digital services.
The Uganda Communications Commission
(UCc) has remained at the centre of these
efforts through initiatives aimed at promot-

Fund (UCUSAF). UCC has supported the

9 awnareness.
Parliculof ausmian has bean glven to child *
online protection, cybersacurity awarenass,
and combating misinformation and onling
fraud, all of which ara essential for building
trust and contidence in digital platforms.

The media and broadcasting sectors have

rollout and upgrading of
tions Infrastructure In areas where
commercial  Incentives for  private

Investment remain limited. These Interven-
tiens have improved access to volce and
intarnet services for millions ef Ugandans,

alsu [ 1o play a critical role In

| davel byt ing access
to information and ampufylnq public
education messages across the r.uuntry
Uganda'sb

In connoetiyity Infrastructure, Ineresssd
amartphaons adaption, and the erpanalon af
irgital platforems and anryices,

Intarnational collabioration  alses  remaine
critical in advancing  Uganda's  digital
aspirations, Il\rr;uqh esnragemeant  with
atganizations such as the ITU the Alrican
Tolecommunications UnionATU), and other
reglonal  and  global  partners,  Uganda
cantinues ta participate in discyssions on
omerging technolanieg, spectrum mansgo-
moart, digital Inclusion, cybarsecurity, and
future communications spstams,

Ax the world rapldly tranailons toward
advanced tachnologles, inchiding Artificial
Intelligenca, the Internet of Things, satellite
broadband, and 5G natworks, the need lor
resillent and Inclusive digital ecormsterns
hat becoma aeven more urgent. Digital
Infrastructura Is no longer simply about
connactivity: It is now contral to aconamic
productivity, Innovation, public  serdce
delivery, and social participation,

The Gavarnmant of Uganda, working togeth-
er with Industry players. development
partners, and citizens, conlinues lo
prioritise tha development of a robust
communications sector capatle of support-
Ing the country’s long-tarm social and
economic transformation agenda. This
aligns with the objectives of the Mational
Davelopment Plan I and Uganda's broader
vision of bullding a knowledge-based
sconomy.

As Uganda commemorates World Telacom-
munication and Information Society Day
2076. the occasion presents an opportunity
1o reflact on the progress made and recom-
mit to building a digitally inclusiva sociaty
where no one is left behind, The continued

of the most icati

pansion of resilient digital infrastructure,

helping to narrow the digital divide b
urbian and rural populations.

Recognition

Today, digital
technologies underpin
commerce, education,
healthcare, governance,
agriculture, innovation,
and financial inclusion.
Across the globe,
countries are
increasingly recognising

. that resilient digital

infrastructure Is now as
important as physical
* Infrastructure in
supporting economic
growth and national
competitiveness.

plath reaching ities in diverse
local languages and supporting pubfic
participation in national develcpment
processes.

Meanwhile, innavation within Uganda's ICT
ecosystem continues to create new
opportunities for entreprenaurship,
employment, and service delivery. Technok
ogy startups, digital innovators, software
developers, and content creators are

trordable connectivity, digital skills, and
safe onling envircnments will remain

essential in unlocking the full potential of 3

ICTs for national development.

The future of Uganda’s economy and scciaty

will increasingly depend on the country’s .

ability to harness digital technologias
effectively, inclusively, and sustairably.

WTISD2026 therefore serves as a reminder
that cigital connectivity is not mersly a

ay & q fto
growth and positioning Uganda as an
emerging player in Africa’s digital economy.
This growth Is supported by improvements

gical issue, tut a development
imperative that touches every aspect of
moden ife.

Erldging the digital divide through targeted skilling and device distribution
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