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a The conference, which was spon- | replaced by the Military anq pr S
e sored by president Julius Nyerere of dential Commission two days ;.S
Tanzania, aimed to avert the possi- |
S eS bility of a power vacuum after the S&‘m OAU X :
fall of Amin, and it indeed elected  Speaking in Bushenyi, whepa
Prof Yusuf Lule as president. landed, Obote also had ng ¢
o o - Lulewas deposed on June 20,1979, words for the Organisation of
after only 68 days in power. Eight- = can Unity (OAU), now Africap 1
een out of 32 members of the Na-  ion (AU), for what he descripeg
tional Consultative Council (NCC), ~ honouring Amin.
which was Uganda’s interim Par- ~ “Near home, the OAU hopg,,-
o liament after the fall of Amin, vot- m:emns}erggopﬂmm R,
< - Obote made the remarks on May _town of Bushenyi,”the newspaper  ed to kick him out of office accus- meeting in Kampala in 197 , =
Former president Milton Obote 27,1900, 8 speech he gave shart | epirted mmdmmmm&ohsvé ;%p?m&ﬁmﬁw
ly after he touched down in Uganda ing “ignored democratic ole
m"u'lemrkson May27. after nine years in exile. Doubts about return of work; failure to consult the NCC; It should be remembered thyg
1980, in a speech he gave shortly " Hesaidaftertheresponsethatthe  Obote's return had beenin doubt  failure to set up systems tofacilitate | OAU summit in 1975 was fapy,
after he touched downin Uganda civilised world made in response to ~_following stiff resistance from sec-  economic recovery and “arbitrarily”  ly held in Kampala. The [nqgp =
= = 2 the atrocities committed by Ado- = tions of exiled groups that had = going about the reorganisation of tional Conference Centre and i,
aﬁ:ermneyearsm exile. If Hitler in Nazi Germanyand most = participated in the war and the ' local governments. Nile Mansions Hotel, both noy .
parts of Europe, it was ironic that = Moshi Conference, which opened ' Former attorney general Godfrey of the Serena Hotel .
BYISAAC MUFUMBA the world had looked theotherway = on March 24,1979, and closed on | Binaisa was on the same day in- | completed in time for the sajq g,
as Amin ran amok. March 26,1979. ) stalled as Lule’s successor. mit.
“It s ironic that after all the pon- ~ Whereas Obotedid not participate
ortysixyears ago on Wednes- _ tifications by the leaders of our so- | in the conference,some peopleand | Blocking Obote Stinging the
day, former president Milton - called civilised world about the hor- organisations that wereloyaltohim | Binaisa and his ministers worked Obote also did not have any iy
Obote launched avirulentat-  rorand atrocitiescommitted byHit- = attended the same. They includ- = hard to ensure Obote did not come  words for the Commonweg}yj
tack on countries in the West,  ler during the Second World War,  ed top Gen Tito Okello Lutwa and | backto Uganda. whchhesaxdhadtakgnsolm‘
accusing them of doingnoth- - no leader of any major power felt Brig David Oyite-Ojok,whowerethe = Hiding under the need to forge speak out on the brutality of Amj
ing to stop the killings of in- | compelled to put an end to similar | top commanders of the Kikosi Ma-  unity as a prerequisite for national | regime.
nocent Ugandans during president | atrocities committed by the mon- | laamu,a fighting group that fought = recovery and development, Binai- “Similarly, it took more than
eight-year rule. ster in Uganda in the last quarter of the Tanzania People’s De- | sa got the NCC to endorse his idea  years of continuous murders befg
Instead of stopping the killings, - the 20th Century"Obote said in his |~ fence Force (TPDF); Uganda Action | of holding the 1980 elections under  the Commonwealth felt oblj
which he said were of proportions = much-publicised speech. Group of Paulo Muwanga and the  the umbrella of the Uganda Nation- = condemn the happenings in
closetoa genocide,Obotesaidmost - Officially, this was his first return Uganda National Unity and Recon- = al Liberation Front (UNLF). da at its conference in 1977,"Obg
countries in the West had main-  to Uganda, but the Washington = ciliation Organisationof EricOtema = That meant that there would be said. 1
tained diplomatic relations with | Postreported in its edition of May =~ Alimadi. | no campaigning along the lines It should be remembered th;
the regime and even provided it = 28,1980, that it had learnt that he | of the old political parties.It also the Commonwealth heads of goy
with arms and technology to facili- . had, with the consent of the Tan- | ‘meant that Obote could notreturn  ernment condemned preside
tate its murderous agenda. zanian government,“made atleast ~ STINGING OAU tolead his Uganda Peoples Congress Anun'smglmefnrits‘dimd >
“For whilst Amin and his ban-  three clandestine trips to Uganda 2y (UPC) intothe elections. the sanctity of human life”and i
GG dits were plundering our material | to consult with government offi- Speaking in Bushenyi, Despite the fact that the NCChad ~ “massive violation of basic hum
desecrating our cultur- | cials in the months since Tanzani- .~ where he landed, Obote its say on the election, Obote an-  rights”.
al heritage and carrying out what =~ an-backed rebels ousted Aminin = also hadno kind words for nounced that he would be return-  In a June 15, 1977 communiqy
Oboteinhis  was tantamount to a genocide in = April 1979”. the O of African ing to Uganda on May 27,1980, to  that was released at the end of;
much-publi-  Uganda, the world - except Tanza-  The newspaper further reported . Unity (OAU), now African lead his party into the election. eight-day Commonwealth confe
cisgd speech. i i and that the former president, whohad = Union (AU), for what he Dr Barnabas Kununka, who was ~ ence held in England and Scotlan
Itisironicthat Sudan-justsatbyand watched.In- = been in exile in Tanzania following - as honouring the minister for the Interior and  representatives of 34 nations
afteralithe  deed, most of the countries main-  his ouster by his former army com- head of the security police,immedi- ~ serted that the “excesses”in Ugaj
i tained diplomatic relations and = mander, Gen Idi Amin, on January “Near home, the OAU ately announced that he would ar- = da were “so gross as to warrant thy
bytheleaders some not only carried on trading, = 26,1971, retunedtoUgandaaboard .  honouredthe monster by rest whoever would attend any po-  world's concern and to evoke con
of ourso-cal- but sold to this butcher,nodoubt at = aTanzanian military plane. holding its summit meeting ltical rallies organised by UPC. demnation by heads of governmer
ledcivilised  exorbitant prices,weaponsandoth- ~ “With tears in his eyes, the for- anampnlam19_75md It would appear that Obote would  in strong and unequivocal terms?,
woridabout erelectronicgadgetstocarryouthis = mer president kissed the soil ashe = appointing himits chairman not have returned or would have = The New York Times reported i
the horror massacres more efficiently” Obote = stepped down from a Tanzanian = forawholeyear,” he said . been arrested if Binaisa had not  its June 16,1977, edition, that
and atrocities said. military plane in the southwestern been deposed on May 10 1980,and
committed by
Hitler during
msmw nd The newspaper reported th
ar,no - even before the communigué
leaderofany T“E WORLD JUST issued, Radio Uganda broadcast
major power reply from the president, quotin

SAT BY AND WATCHED!

. Even though the British g
. ment had made it clear to Ami

. . Uganda aired several bulletins 0

him as suggesting that Israel, Sout
Africa and Rhodesia (Zimbabwe
should be admitted to the Con
monwmlﬂ).,w}ur.h,he ed, hz
become an “imperialist and racis
club”. 3
According to the newspaper, the
communique’s strong language
had raised questions about the safé
ty and fate of about 300 Britons who
were living in Uganda at the time.
There was special concern aboy
the fate of one Robert Scanlon,
44-year-old motor company execu
tive who had taken up Uganda cife
zenship in 1975. The executive, wh
had been born in Britain, had beel
arrested on spying charges. It wa
not clear at the time whether he
had been executed.
ACCOl'dmgtDthe ewspaperAm
had dominated most accounts 0
the conference to the irritation
Leonard James Callaghan, who wa
the prime minister of Britain at the
time.

that he was not welcome, Radi
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