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KAMPALA Uganda has intro-
duced a new drug to combat
Rotavirus and other related
diseases among infants.

Officials from the Ministry

_of Health yesterday said Ro-
tavirus is one of the leading

causes of cholera among chil-
dren and that the introduction
;f the drug will go a long t;.'“y
reducing infant mortality.

~ According to the Centres

Control, Rotavirus

3 for Disease ;
isac virus that can
(inflam-

Dr Bernard Odar, the Pro-
gramme manager under
Uganda National Expanded
Programme on Immunisation,
said the drugs are already in
the country although they
have not yet started adminis-
tering them.

Ugandaintroduces new vaccine tofight cholera

“In Vebraary, we shall o
duee yotavirus vaccine tor pre-
vention of rotavirus diardneat
in children, We ate also wtro-
is now on health promotion  ducing orml cholers vaccine 1o
and disease prevention bhe- complement provision of wia-
couse it is cheaper 1o prevent  ter, saniation and hygens
disease than treat, she said.

causes cholera and how o
prevent it using old and new
tools,” she said.
She sadd the ministry’s focus

government has stepped-up
interventions that have re
sulted in steady decline of
cholera cases,
“The decline is not enough, |
would like 10 see zero cholera
cages reported from all dis-
tricts because we knuw whm

related illnesses,” he said.

He added that currently, the
drugs are available in private
health facilities but are too
expensive for most of the par
ents,

Each dose of the drug in a
private clinic costs about $100
(Shs360,000) but Dr Odar said
‘the drugs will be free in gov- [
ernment facilities.
He said although the drug
will not be used to treat chol-

era, the va ---
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