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BY DAVID MAFADI
KAMPALA

On June 26, 2008, Mbaln town, lacated in Mbale
Di=trict, and n number of othar towns In Uganda,
marked 100 ymarm sinen thelr daclaration s
townshins by the colonial govermnment

According to The Official Gazette of the East Atrica
ond Uganda Protactornte Vol VIl No 161, Mr. H
Hoskoth Boll, then His Majesty's Commissioner,
signed n declamtion on June 20, 1006, thal
declared: “By vitue of the powers conferred
Upon me by the Uganda Townshlp Ordinance
1803, | hembyy dectare the following places within
\imits harsinatter eat forth to be townships for the
Purpeses of the aforesald Ordinance”.

By 1951, the town had bullt modem offices on
what is now called republic Stroet and after
Independence In 1962, the Mbalo Municipal
Council was the first town to be granted officlal
status of an urban authority,

Most of the people who have lived since then
especially the now groy haired generation will tell
you with nostalgia the days when Mbale was the
cleanest town on East and central Africa.

In the days Mbale gained reputation as the
Cleanest town in East Africa. The Late President
Apolic Miften Obote referred to It as the *Jewel of
East Afnca”. Mbale rotary club then described It as
the town with the best and well-designed roads

According to Mbale historians, the town developed
along a low ridge running from East to West at the

foot hilis of Mt Nkokonjeru, currently known as
Wanale hill,

Visble fom all pats of the town with its
Picturesque cliffs, escading waterfalls and green
Cultivated slopes, the Wanale ridge supplements
the town's allure; the white rocks along the hills are
Spread like a white sheet on the hills, no wonder
the late colonial agent Mr Semel Kakungulu called
hawmeco&duemmemnemma(appear
from a distance like a white cock.

An elder and former speaker Mr Davies Mwaule
Says Mbale's beginnings can be traced to an
ivory tusks gathering site. This site had numerous
rocks locally called Zimbale from which the district
derived its name Mbale [Meaning stones).

MBALE MUNICIPALITY

Infrastructural Development an engine for

Mr Mwaule says that with the support of the
colonlal masters, the then colonial agent Mr Semel
Kakungulu trar d Mbale Into a

and metropolitan town.

“The development enterprises like African textile
mills boasted market in In Kenya, Tanzania,
Sudana, DR Congo and Zambia which helped the
town to grow. All the Industries helped the running
of the town because they maintained roads, kept
buildings clean, Mbale depended on them for
survival,” said Mr Mwaule.

The lucrative coffee trade led to the establishment
of one of East Africa's premier and pioneer coffee
trading unions; the Bugisu Cooperative Union in

Mbale Clock Tower- the Central point of the Tow,
1954,

“Establishment of the union, Mbale was inaug!

transformation in Mbale Municipality

Nakalokn [n question for a city status,

He sald tha municipality has al=o creatar My,
physieal planning department creatad (o s,

planning and bring orderly antilemany =9
davelopment [n the rapidly Qrowing urtian ngy
around Mbale.

Ha axplained that Mbala municipal eouncil h’"’:h.,,
tha den two ysnra ago 10 CArVe parts of thy |,
sub-countina and annex to Mbals ag 5 .
governanca entity In ordar to gain a city siay ., =7

Ha revealed that the major resldential arma, Hivvg
smerged bayond Mbala municipality, “Wh», s
all major roada connecting to tha town,
Ha further sald the geographical location of p,,
municipality, Its noighberhoods, ncc""“b'lrry
road network and power supply are the . ).
determinants of market I:l:;cn for a plots of Iy
lay in Mbale municipallty.
;:1’:’ Kyhulull axplained that Mbale Munlcipamy %
one of the most competitiva and ."'m'l.
business centros In eastern Uganda and thzy hia
has further been aided by its close Proximity 1o
Kenya.

He added that Mbala's sStatus as a busines, g
has resulted In high rates of migration |nye, "’:
town as many people flock to Mbale in search of
livelihood opportunities.

“This has led to high population growtn a4
which has caused a strain on the town’s
infrastructure and led to the mushrooming of g,
such as Kikyafu, Kisenyl, Mooni, and Namataj 7
Malukhu among others,” Mr Khatuli noted.

The Municipality Public Relations Office, M
James Kutosi says Mbale stands at the

with many businessmen eager to stand the treat
of the flourishing trade. It quickly evolved into a
coffee business melting point for coffee traders
from the north, far east, central, western and
southern Sudan,” Mr Jack Wamal Wamanga, the
municipality MP says.

Mr Wamai says that many indigenous coffee
farmers and traders became wealthy as a result of
the town's booming and organized Coffee, hides
and skins, Ivory and cotton trade.

“Actually most of these bought land in Mbale
and constructed beautiful houses, improved on
Infrastructure that made Mbale town, the most
beautiful and organized town in the late 1960s,
through the 1970s and early 1980s,” added Mr
Wamal.

Mr Wamai explained that Mbale Municipality is the
third largest town in Uganda after Kampala, the
Capital City it istsofth

but inter-dependent lower local Govemmc_ant
Councils/Divisions or boroughs namely Industrial,
northern and Wanale Division Councils, wfglch
together with the Mother Council are msponsnpla
for the socio-economic development and planning
of the town.

He added that the town has long been known to
be the cleanest town in east and central Africa
with well-planned and organized streets that have
only been damaged due to poor management and
increasing population.

Expansion

The deputy town clerk Mr Kenneth Khatuli says
the Increasing human settiement has created
new residential estates despite the delay of a
Municipality Physical planning to expand the
boundaries of Mbale municipal local government
council to include Munkaga, Namanyonyi and

is approxi ly 245 kilometres (152 mi), :l
road, northeast of Kampala on an all-wga,h,r
tarmac highway.The coordinates of the City ary
1°04'50.0"N, 34°10'30.0"E (Lamudeﬂ.oaossglo
ngitude:34.175000).

He explained that the town lies on the main grear
North African road that runs from South Africay to
Cairo through Nimule in northern Uganda.

He added that Mt Eigon, one of the highest peaks
in East Africa, is approximately 52 kilometres @2
mi) east of Mbale and that the town is 45 minytes
away from the border with Kenya that makes the
cross border business a big activity in the area_

He revealed that the town has both two ¢
star and five star hotels that offer hospitality to all
visitors within and outside the country.

Beautiful town and tourist destination

Mr Saleh Naminya a businessman and N

of Casa del turista a popular coffee shop in Mbale
says that even when it is true that Mbale doesny
have the features that the European towns boast
of, but for people that a seeking to adventure
there is more than just the clock tower Standin;i
tall as you enter the busy town

“In Mbale you will experience the coffee

the garden to your cup and a highlight to Visiting
Mbale is a tour that takes you through the entira
coffee process at a nearby family farm,” saig M,
Naminyi.

He adds that you will pick the coffee beries, to
the shell and grind them with a traditional mortar
and pestle, and roast them on an open fire, before
- the best part - finishing with a fine cup of strong
Arabica coffee.

Hiking to the top of Wanzle R
The Municipal Public Relations Officer Mr James
Kutosi says Wanale ridge is obviously Mbale's
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