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After 10 years, Lubega graduales with Architecture degrec ! 
BY RASHUL ADIDI 

KAMPALA. In a story of resilience, 
patience and unwavering determina- 
tion, 29-year-old Yunusu Lubega has 

graduated from Makerere University 
with a Bachelor of Architecture degree 
after a decade-long academic journey. 
For many students, university edu- 

cation follows a predictable timeline. 
But for Lubega, what is typically a five- 
year Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch) 
programme stretched into ten years, 
shaped by financial hardship,academic 
setbacks and personal challenges that 
repeatedly tested his resolve. 
Yet on graduation day; surrounded by 

his proud parents, Lubega described 
the milestone not as delayed success, 
but as a hard-earned victory. 
“This is a family achievement; there 

were moments when even relatives 
doubted whether I would finish, but T 
kept believing that graduating was pos- 
sible,” he said. 

Adreambornfromuncertainty 

Lubega joined Makerere University in 
2016 at a time when his family was fac- 
ing financial constraints. With no con- 
firmed sponsor and limited resources, : 
he began campus life unsure whether 
hewould complete even his first semes- 
ter. 

Relief came weeks later when he se- 
cured support under the government 
Students’ Loan Scheme, renewing his 
hope. 
“I joined campus without full assur- 

ance that I would continue studying,” 
herecalled. 
“When 1 was announced as a loan 

beneficiary, that moment gave me con- 
fidence that I could finish,"he added. 
Although he is the son of a builder : 

and had Jong been fascinated by con- : 
struction sites, architecture was not : 

his initial career plan. His mother had 
envisioned him becoming a doctor, : 
prompting him to study Biology, Chem- 
istry and Mathematics (BCM) in sec- 

ondary school. 
However, Lubega later switched to : 

Mathematics, Economics and Fine Art 
(MEA), a decision that introduced him : 

to architecture — a discipline he says 
perfectly blends creativity and techni- 

“That change became a turning point; 
Architecture aligned with my personal- 
ity and long-term goals,”he said. 
At Makerere University, the Bachelor ; 

of Architecture programme is widely : 
regarded as one of the most rigorous 
courses. A core unit, the Architectur- 
al Design Portfolio, runs continuously 
from first year to final year and mustbe 
passed for astudent to progress. 
Failurein any semester means repeat- 

Yunusu Lubega 

ing the course with the class below, au- 
tomatically extending one’s stay at the 

Lubega encountered his first retakein | 
Year One,Semester One —asetback he : 
says nearly half of his classmates expe- : 
rienced. Another followed in Year Two, 
gradually stretching his academic time- 
line. 
“That is why many people describe 

Architecture as hard,”he said.“It isnot 
impossible, but it demands consistency, : 
discipline and resilience.” 
His academicjourney was further dis- 
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