Govt blocks contracts for retired teachers
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KAMPALA. The government has
said it will not allow teachers who
have reached the retirement age to
continue working so as to boost ca-
reer growth in public offices.

Mr James Mugerwa, the assistant
commissioner in charge of Business,
Technical and Vocational Education
training (BTVET) at the Ministry
of Education and Sports, said on
Wednesday that he has many ap-
plications from heads of institu-
tions who have clocked 60 years of
age but are asking for new contracts
to retain their positions, which the
ministry will not accept.

“Once you keep on giving con-
tracts to people who have retired,
you are putting a roadblock to the
new ones to come on board. We have
said people should forget anything
to do with contracts. Let us groom
the fresh graduates into our jobs and

m the past where they would be re-

then we go and rest,” Mr Mugerwa
said while officiating at the technical
and vocational assessors’ training in
Kampala.

He added: “Some of you want to
retain pOWer. You have failed to train
vour juniors. If asked you to open
those bags, I am sure to find those
school stamps. You have travelled all
the way with them but left somebody
that they are in charge. How? Learn
to do your part in your time and cre-
ate space for others to grow.”

Accrediting certificate coilrses
Mr Mugerwa also revealed that

the ministry has agreed with Na-

tional Council for Higher Education
(NCHE) that they will be responsible
for accrediting certificate courses
while the latter will only look at di-
ploma courses. Students enrolling
on certificate courses will now. be .

quired to have a year experience.

He warned BTVET institutions,
which have continued to defy gov-
ernment policy to have all students
assessed by UBTEB, saying they will
not be recognised.

"Once you keep on giving contrac
to people who have retired, you are
putting a roadblock to the new ones
to come on board. We have said
people should forget anything to do
with contracts. Let us groom the
fresh graduates into our jebs and
then we goand rest”
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“There are some institutions
which have been offermg certificates
for one year but we resolved with

taking two years instead of one year_ ““NCHE that certificates to be legally

and can immediately upgrade unlike

~recognised should take two years
-and all post O-Level programmes
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have to be accredited by Ministry
of Education BTVET department
and diploma programmes will con-
tinue to be accredited by NCHE,” Mr
Mugerwa said.

Mr Wilfred Nahamya, the Uganda
Business and Technical Examina-
tions Board (UBTEB) deputy ex-
ecutive secretary announced new
assessing models which the instruc-
tors will use in the November/De-
cember examinations.

For instance, they will be required
to look at both the process and the
product every student presents to
ensure whoever graduates leaves
with a skill for which they trained
in.

“In some cases, we have only
been concentrating on the process.
We have introduced new changes.
We feel we should assess both the
process-and the product and more
emphasis will be on the final piece
the student produces,” Mr Nahamya
said yesterday.
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