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Will the 2016 election usher

in ‘fundamental change’?

William G. Naggaga ‘Elections

he 2016 presidential campaigns

have proved to be somewhat dif-

ferent from the others held under’
NRM era, namely in 1996, 2001, 2006
and 201L To start with, they have been
relatively peaceful and the public has
been spared the usual naked brutality
dished out to the Opposition by security
organs. It is not that NRM has suddenly
become more tolerant of the Opposition
but only changed tactics. The move-
ments of NRM’s main opponents, FDC’s
Kizza Besigye and Go Forward’s Amama
Mbabazi, are closely monitored and they
are barred from visiting hospitals and
schools but without beating them up.
There have been cases of brutality but
these have been relatively few, although

.areminder that “big brother” is just

around the corner.

Second, this has been an election of
“crowds and numbers”, The three main
presidential candidates, Museveni, Besi-
gye and Mbabazi have attracted massive
crowds during their campaigns across
the country; especially Museveni and
Besigye, going by the crowds shown on
television screens; It is hard to say who
of the two has had larger crowds, al-
though there are unconfirmed rumours.
that agents of one of the candidates . -~
actuallybus supporters from placeto "
place to swell crowd numbers and also
use clever photography to give an effect

of larger than real crowds. :

Third, ll the three candidates ha‘}e 33

endeavoured to spread their message
across the country unhindered, cam-
paigning in all 112 districts; a feat only
achieved in the past by the NRM candi-
date. In order to do this, the candidates
needed plenty of money and this may
turn out to be the most expensive elec-
tion in the history of Uganda.

Fourth, the overt involvement in elec-
tive politics by the Inspector General
of Police this time around is without
precedent. Gen Kale Kayihura has spo-
ken openly about his support for the

ruling party and has even gone ahead to .

recruit what he calls ‘crime preventers’
to help the police fight crime during
and after elections. Many legal scholars
have condemned this since neither the

Constitution nor the Police Act give the -

IGP powers to create militias under the
guise of crime preventers.

The timing of the recruitment also
raises serious concerns and so does the
numbers of recruits estimated to be now
almost two million, though the IGP at
one time said this could rise to 11 mil-
lion! The Chief of Defence Forces, Gen

- Katumba Wamala has also made state-

ments criticising the Opposition. Wa- -
mala is a highly respected army officer
and has generally kept his nose above
partisan politics. Many are wondering
why he came out openly this time.

This campaign has also been over-

" loaded with pledges, most of them com- -
ing from President Museveni who has

1

. usher in a “fundamental change” prom-

Mr Naggﬁga is an economist, administrator

Donors have been extremely generous
to the NRM government over the years
but the aid was not used to usherina
“fundamental change” promised to us
in1986. :

already been at the helm for 30 years.
According to one of the candidates, Gen
Benon Biraaro, Museveni’s promises and
pledges are not new but recycled from
old pledges which were not fulfilled. The
Opposition candidates have also made
similar pledges. They have gone a step
further by promising restoration of term
limits, federal system of governance and
equitable distribution of resources, etc.
If NRM had stuck to the 10-Point Pro-
gramme it came with from the bush in
1986, all pledges being made now would
have been history. The country would
have climbed the ladder to a middle
income country instead of getting holed
up among the poorest countries in the -
world. Implementation of the 10-Point
Programme was expected to generate a
momentum for further economic devel-
opment. Donors have been extremely
generous to the NRM government over
the years but the aid was not used to

ised tous in 1986.

and retired ambassador.
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