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How the shortage is affecting certain districts

Nanziri Margaret, the assistant
district health officer, said ARVs are
available in all health facilities, with
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Medical Siores (NMS
had not been dtllvcnd)byvgrcth
time, ncmrdlng 10 Dr, Oluka, %
dISuznn wakol, the depuly
strict huallh officer in charge
maternal and ¢y health,
ther district has
a stock-out of AIDS
TUgs, as well ag lesting
1S,
“We are in 1ouch
districts like Soroq ‘lﬁgl'}:ll)ol'lll';sﬁll’
drugs. We make orders, bu
somelimes we do noy get what
we ask for. There ig always a
mismatch when they deliver, I
4 patient comes and finds no
testing Kits, they will not come
back,” Okwakol said,

BETWEEN THE LINES:

mENational Medical Stores
general manager Moses
Kamabare said they woulq
mvesthate the problem,
"Where is the stock-out
coming from? Why do those
incharge wait for the stock-
out before re- ordering?"
Kamabare wondered,

More districts affected
The National Forum of People
Living with HIV and AIDS
Networks in  Uganda has
conducted a seven- -day fact-
finding surveyin Kumi, Bududa,
Mbale, Mayuge, Mpigi and
eryana districts.

The findings show that most of
the challenges cut across in all

There is a stock out of Nevirapin
syrup and Nevirapin tablets for
children. As a way of improvising,
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In Mpigj district, Margare
Nanrirl the  assistant dli'lrlc:
calih officer sai: “Because of
l.'nc of protective gear (masks),
W0 of our health workers
g:llnlcl:ms) contracted TB in
cmm and Buwama health
entres. They are on treatment.”

Patlents worrled
1;!11|0mas Ebayo, 44, of Malero
Village in Okuba sub- -county,

Kumi district, says he has been
getting his ARVs from Arutur
Hospital since 2009, but for the
last three months, he has not got
any, since they are out of stock.

aresull,my immune system
deteriorated and | was admitted
10 hospital. My body is still weak
and 1 am worried because we
are told that the moment we
start this medication, we must
hot stap,” he says.

Tears‘rolled down a nervous
motier's eyes as she listenad
10 Appolo Erika's ordeal. Erika
is a 67-vear-old resident of
Arura Parish, Kumi sub- -county
in Kumi distric. For three
consecutive months, he came 1o
pick medicine for his sick wife,
only lo be told to try another

Today (last Friday) I hoped
I would get medication for my
wile, but [ was told to come in
August. My wife is epileptic. She
fell on fire and was badly burnt.
1 have my drug combination,
but it is my wife's combination,
which is out of stock. She has
missed her medicine since

According to Dr Simon Oluka,
wha is in charge of Atutur
Hospital in Kumi district, the HIV

April," he sald. His wife's form
shows that she last got her
medication on March 16.

Mary Namugeche. a nurse
at Atwtur Hospltal In charge
of malernity ward, said apart
from drugs, they have taken
months without having medical
supplies, such as gloves and
testing kits for HIV. She says
when mothers are admitted they
have to test them for HIV; and
without testing kits, it becomes
difficult.

Okeli Okello, a data officer at
the hospital, says there are 1,346
active clients receiving ART,
60% of them being female. He
says their data shows that after
the introduction of the ‘test and
treat’ policy, over 60 more people
were enrolled on treaiment.

Ministry responds

Dr Joshua Musinguzi, the AIDS
control  programme  manager
at the Minisiry of Health, said:
“Some of those facilities have
a problem. They order for few
drugs and they say they do not
have enough drugs to distribute
lo the patients, We have
enough ARVs, but the problem
originates from the facility when
they do not quantify properly,”
he said.

NMS general manager Moses
Kamabare said they would
investigate the problem.

“Where is the stckout
coming from? Why do those in
charge wait for the stack-out
before re-ordering?” Kamabare
wondered.
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the exception of Nevirapin syrup
and Nevirapin tablets for children.
Most nealth facilities lack gloves,
\esting kits and protective gear-
masks (N95) for tuberculosis (TB),
coupled by poor infection control
infrastructure, such as small rooms.

a tablet for adults is broken
into four pieces, to give to the
children. “We are in a crisis
for children without their

medication," Florence Nagawa,
the district co-ordinator of people

living with HIV, said.

combinations out of stock at
Atutur Hospital, since March this
year, include Efavirenz 6oomg,
Nevirapin 200mg, TDF 3TC
300/300/300 mg and TDF 3TC
300/300. These are some of the
firstline treatment regimens.

Erika dlsplays a book shewlnq the last tlme he picked
medication for his wife
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